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Recommended Pet Dental Care 

  
In an effort to promote and maintain optimum oral and overall physical health for your pet, our practice 
recommends annual to b i-annual dental prophylax is ( cleaning )  and periodontal treatment, as w arranted.   
T he freq uency of this procedure varies w ith each case and depends upon the presence and 
involvement of disease.   If your pet has b ad b reath, then g ing ival ( g um)  disease is most lik ely present.   
F ortunately, in most cases, it is reversib le and can usually b e treated.   T he g ing iva has a g ood b lood 
supply, w hich enab les b acteria to easily enter the b lood stream.   M any systemic diseases can occur 
from these circulating  b acteria, such as k idney infection, hepatitis ( liver infection) , pancreatitis, b ladder 
infection, and infection of the heart valves.   G ing ival disease is not the only source of these prob lems, 
b ut tak ing  steps to prevent them is far easier than curing  them.   A  dental prophylax is today can help 
save your pet from serious illnesses later in life, as w ell as contrib ute to long evity.  
  
T he teeth are scaled using  an ultrasonic scaler, w hich removes plaq ue and calculus ( tartar)  from the 
crow n surface.   T o remove deb ris sub g ing ivally ( b eneath the g um line) , hand instruments are used.   In 
order to facilitate the removal of unw anted b acteria and reduce infection, a mix ture of chlorhex idine 
solution and w ater is used during  the entire cleaning  process.   T he teeth w ill then b e polished and 
rinsed to result in a cleaner, healthier mouth, and ultimately lessen b ad b reath.  
  
O nce your pet reaches five years of ag e, to estab lish and continually monitor the underlying  condition of 
his/ her teeth, w e also recommend annual dental radiog raphs ( x -rays) .   T hese films enab le us to view  
the b one structure and condition of the teeth b elow  the g um line;  something  w e are unab le to see upon 
physical oral ex amination.   A s the patient ag es, and/ or the level of periodontal disease prog resses, so 
does the involvement of the teeth and b ones.   T he treatment g iven your pet b ased on the information 
g ained from the radiog raphs w ill b e more complete, and inevitab ly prove b eneficial.  
  
In order to fully determine the condition of your pet’ s mouth, and to perform these procedures, your pet 
w ill need to b e under g eneral anesthesia.   T o act in his/ her b est interest, w e w ill perform pre-anesthetic 
b lood w ork  to assess proper org an function and insure your pet’ s optimum health status prior to 
administering  anesthesia.   T he necessary lab  w ork  ( send out profiles, “ in hospital”  profiles, additional 
tests such as thyroid testing , chest radiog raphs, etc. )  is on a per case b asis, and w ill b e discussed w ith 
you prior to b eing  run.  
 
W e do not recommend having  your pet’ s teeth handscaled w ithout anesthesia.   U sing  hand instruments 
can cause scratches in the enamel, w hich w ould normally b e b uffed aw ay w ith the polishing  treatment.   
F urthermore, your pet needs to b e completely still in order to safely and adeq uately clean and prob e 
around the g umline.   P eriodontal damag e and systemic disease are not caused b y calculus on the 
crow n of the tooth, b ut b y calculus and b acteria under the g umline.   O nly w ith thoroug h ex amination 
and radiog raphs under anesthesia can w e determine the full ex tent of your pet’ s dental disease and the 
b est course of treatment.  
 
O ur practice recommends all of the treatments mentioned due to the potential health risk s associated 
w ith periodontal disease.   P ets g enerally do not ex hib it and cannot vocaliz e sig ns of discomfort or pain 
until these symptoms are severe.   O ur g oal is to minimiz e and/ or prevent prob lems b efore they reach 
this point.  
 
O ur staff is availab le to answ er any q uestions and address your concerns reg arding  your pet’ s oral and 
overall health.   U pon your req uest, an estimate of charg es can b e compiled and presented prior to the 
administration of any proposed treatments.  
 


